Pale kangaroo mouse | Microdipodops pallidus

The pale kangaroo mouse is a Mevada species, with only
single, small popularion accurring in gastern California. The
distribution in Mevada is restricred o the west-central por-
tion of the state. The only ather species of kangaroo mouse,
Micredipadops meptorphalus, bas a wikler discribution, and over-
laps portions of the range of M. pallidus. The pale kangaroo
mouse s restricied o valley bortoms conmaindng stabilized
dunes with fine, wind-blown sand. Ebevations range from 1,188
nx 1,737 meters, and abways appear 1o be in the zone below
that dominated by big sagebrush (Arremisia rridemtiata). Pre-
ferred habitst iz characerized az Upper Sonoran life zoime,
which s dominated by saltbush [deriplex) and gressewood
{ Barcobabus vermiculahus ).

Morphologically, kangaroo mbce resermble minivmurne kanga-
oo rats: the skull contains a greatly inflated auditory appara-
rus and the hind legs are enlarged, allowing bipedal, hopping
locomotion, However, the tail is relatively short and lacks the
well-developed crest of halr characteristic of kangaron rats,
Alsa, the tail contains a fat deposit in the middle, which may be
of value in balance and is alse a potential energy store,

Pale kangaroo mice live in a high, cold desert and use hiber-
nation to maintain body weight and conserve stored seeds dur
ing perwsds of food shortage. M. pallidus is primarily granive-
rous, eating Indian rice grass [Achnatherum hymenoides] and a
variery of forbs. The summer diet (2 supplemented with m-
sects, nﬂmEb:Hkl. l.'EI'ITEd.ﬁ, and math pupas.

Aboveground movement 8 characterized by a burst of
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remainder of the nighe. As with ather bipedal rodents, forag-
ing is concentrated in open areas away from shrub canopy,
M. pallidus appears vo be relatively nonaggressive compared
with other heteromyid rodents, and probably avoids surface
encounters with other indisiduals by rapidly hopping away.
Belowground, the burrow system appears to be short and
simple. Apparenidly nest chambers are not regularky used.
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Pregnant individials have been found from March into Sep- Pale kangaroo mice live in a rich small mammal comm-

tember, Litter size varies from two to six with an average of
1.9, Az with other heteromyids, it is suspected thar multiple lic-
ters lndll:gcrﬁtkrﬁu:ncm:durﬁ*mﬁhigh vegeta:

ton productiviey.

Size
Mu sigraficant sexual dimarphism,
Toaad lengahe 150-E73 [L6) mam
Lengih of tail: 74-%% (37} mam
Weight: 10.3-16.8(13.9) g

Tddentifieation

M. pallidwr is deringuished by its pale pinikish-
i v dorsal coloration, the doral surface
of the cail is the same color as the body and
lacks a dark tip; the hind foot & 25 mmoor
myore in bengrh.

Uither Commaon Mames
Pallic] kangarea mouse
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niry Commaon coexisting rodents include Merriam's, Ord’s,
and desert kangaroo ravs, the Hode pocker mouse. the deer
maouse, and the western harvest mouse, M. . O'Faerrefl

Subspecies

Micradipodiops pelidur ammaphifus, Railrmad
Wulbey, Mye Cionnry, Mevada

Muradipndips pefidus pallider, southwesiemn
Mevada, Pershing Counrg, threagh Fish
Lake Valley 1o Clasis, and in the [eep Spring
Walliey, brrvos Coanty, Celfornia

Micradipodings paifidur porus, Emegran and
Diesest valleys, Lincols County, Mevada

Micradipodiops paifidus resimictus, Soda Spring
Willey, Mineral Cousty, Kevads

Mirradipodips paifidus ruficalanys, valleys of
western Myt County, castwind 1 wesiern
Lincoln Councy, Mevada
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